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Reading Task 1 
 

Read the text and circle the best option to complete each gap – a, b, c, or d.  
 
 

Humans and pets  
 

We love 0)_____ pets, we really do. For many of us, they are our closest companions- 
trusted, loyal, and just 1)_____ important as our children or members of the family. They are 
also excellent listeners 2)_____ never have a bad word to say about us. Our pets are also 
great at 3)_____ even the biggest secrets. 
 

Research shows that, aside from 4)_____ certain diseases, pets are good for us. Pet owners 
enjoy greater fitness, lower stress, and more happiness. Having a pet can lower blood 
pressure, make us feel less lonely, and provide opportunities for more exercise and outdoor 
activities. It can 5)_____ help us make new friends, for example during dog walks or training 
sessions. 
 

Cats, in particular, have always been seen as quite mysterious. Cats have lived close to 
humans for a very long time, and they have never became fully domesticated. They are also 
very different to dogs. Dogs are generally friendly, loving and patient, while cats are often 
seen as always wanting to do their own thing. It’s difficult to say if this 6)_____ is actually 
true or not.  
 

There have been many studies of the relationship between humans and dogs. But our 
7)_____ of the relationship between humans and cats is not as thorough.  Recently, scientists 
at the University of York interviewed over 150 cat owners. The aim of their study was to 
8)_____ the personalities of the cats with the personalities of their owners. The study 
showed that calm owners usually had calm cats, and that nervous owners 9)_____ had 
nervous cats. Scientists still have one more question to answer. Is this because people like 
to choose pets with similar personalities? Or is it because with time, animals 10)_____ similar 
to their owners?  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Example: a)  our b)  your c) their d) his 

1. a) so b) as c) more d) how 

2. a) why b) where c) when d) that 

3. a) sharing b) making c) keeping d) giving 

4. a) passing on b) passing by c) passing away d) passing out 

5. a) even b) only c) fairly d) more 

6. a) discussion b) agreement c) belief d) topic 

7. a) memory b) understanding c) respect d) opinion 

8. a) compare b) control c) suggest d) introduce 

9. a)  hopefully b) directly c) typically d) either 

10. a) change b) remain c) continue d) become 
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Reading Task 2 
 

Read the text and answer the questions below. Circle the correct option, a, b, c, or d.  

 
Who Is Coco Gauff? 

 

Cori "Coco" Gauff is a professional tennis player. She became well known after defeating 
Venus Williams, one of the top female tennis players in the world, at Wimbledon. It 
happened in 2019, when Coco was just 15 years old, and her picture appeared in 
newspapers across the world. That year, Coco also won her first title in a competition for 
single players. In 2021, she added a second singles title to her name and also played in the 
quarterfinal of the French Open. Coco was added to the U.S. Olympic team in June 2021, 
but was not able to participate GAP) _____ health issues.  
 

Early Life and Family 
 

Cori "Coco" Gauff was born on March 13, 2004, in Delray Beach, Florida, She was the first 
child of her parents, who then went on to have two boys, Corie’s younger brothers. She was 
named Cori after her father, Corey, and received his nickname of Coco as well. Gauff's 
father played basketball at Georgia State University, and her mother, Candi, was a gymnast 
at Florida State University. Her grandmother, Yvonne Odom, was the first black pupil in her 
high school back in 1960s, GAP) _____ was a challenging experience. During her tennis 
career, Coco has displayed the same strong character and confidence as her grandmother. 
 

Coco spent her early years in Georgia. Her mother was a teacher, while her father worked in 
the pharmaceuticals industry in a senior management role. To support Coco's tennis training 
and career, her parents opted to leave their jobs and move back to Delray Beach, Florida. 
Candi began to home-school her daughter, GAP) _____ Corey became his daughter's coach. 
  
Early Tennis Career 
 

Because Coco’s parents were athletes, they encouraged their children to take up a sport. 
Coco began playing tennis at the age of 6. By the time she was 10, she had travelled to 
France to work with Patrick Mouratoglou, who coaches Serena Williams, another top female 
tennis player. Coco has GAP) _____ train with Mouratoglou, but her father remains her main 
coach. 
 

Coco’s father, Corey, believes that it can be a mistake to just concentrate on one sport. "Be 
a well-rounded athlete — that's one thing we emphasized with Coco early on; she was into 
gymnastics, soccer, basketball, and running. We wanted her to develop as a total athlete, 
enjoy the experience and develop the skills." 
 
Coco won her first national junior title in 2014, followed by some international wins the 
following year.  
 

Professional Tennis Career 
 

In January 2019, Coco told friends and family her goal for the year was to become one of 
the top 100 ranked players in the Women's Tennis Association. She was ranked 685 at the 
time. In June 2019, a 15-year-old Coco managed to get a place in the Wimbledon  
 
 
tournament in London. In the first round she played against Venus Williams. Williams was 
not only a five-time champion at Wimbledon, but she and her sister Serena were Coco's 
tennis idols. However, Coco won the competition. 
 

Para. 4  

Para. 1  

Para. 2  

Para. 3  
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Coco made it to the fourth round of Wimbledon in 2019, the youngest player to do so since 
1991. Her success drew so much attention it inspired the term "Cocomania." Soon 
afterward, she lasted until the third round of the U.S. Open, again the youngest to 
accomplish this since 1991. 
 

In 2020, Coco shared in an interview that before her success at Wimbledon in 2019, she'd 
experienced the pressure to do well fast.  She also admitted that she had struggled with 
depression for about a year. But things changed for the better after she realized that she 
needed to have a more positive attitude towards herself and the tennis game. Coco 
understood that she no longer needed to play to make other people happy. Coco ended the 
interview with these words: "I came out of it stronger and knowing myself better than ever." 
 
 
Example: This text is about 
 

a) a tennis player. 
b) a tennis match. 
c) a tennis coach. 
d) tennis equipment. 

 
11. Coco Gauff became famous when she 

 
a) won a game against Venus Williams. 
b) lost a game against Venus Williams. 
c) played in a team with Venus Williams. 
d) was photographed with Venus Williams. 

 
12. Coco won her first two singles titles 

 
a) in the same year. 
b) one year apart. 
c) two years apart. 
d) three years apart. 

 
13. In the first paragraph, the best option to complete the gap is 

 
a) thanks to 
b) due to 
c) despite 
d) out of 

 
14. Cori’s nickname, Coco, comes from 

 
a) her mother. 
b) her father. 
c) her grandmother. 
d) her brother. 

 
15. In paragraph 2, the best option to complete the gap is: 

 
a) who 
b) that 
c) which 
d) when  
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16. According to the article, Coco  

 
a) is similar to her grandmother. 
b) is different to her grandmother. 
c) has the same bad qualities as her grandmother. 
d) wants to be like her grandmother. 

 
17. Which best describes Coco’s parents’ attitude to her career?  

 
a) Only one of them believed in her success. 
b) They both did everything they could to help. 
c) They were both concerned about her becoming famous. 
d) They both warned Coco about the risks.  

 
18. In paragraph 3, the best option to complete the gap is 

 
a) while  
b) however 
c) despite 
d) because 

 
19. In paragraph 4, the best option to complete the gap is 

 
a) stopped to 
b) tried to 
c) continued to 
d) expected to 

 
20. What is Coco’s father opinion on what leads to success in sports?  

 
a) You should focus on a single sport early on. 
b) You should pick at least two sports to concentrate on. 
c) You should experience many different sports. 
d) You should pick a sport you enjoy the most.  

 
 

21. Coco’s performance when she played Venus Williams in 2019 can be best described as 
 

a) disappointing. 
b) as expected. 
c) spectacular. 
d) reasonable. 

 
22. What life lesson did Coco share with the public? 

 
a) You need to reach out for support when you struggle. 
b) Sometimes a change in thinking is enough to help. 
c) Only focus on the positive experiences. 
d) Some people are not strong enough to compete professionally. 
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Reading Task 3 
 

A) Read the three texts and answer the questions below by indicating which text each 
question relates to: A, B, or C.  
 
 

Text A, Charlie’s Restaurant 
 

Charlie’s is one of the latest additions to the restaurant scene in Townbury. Designed for 
families, the restaurant has two large play areas, one indoors and one outdoors. Both spaces 
benefit from having a member of staff making sure everyone is safe. This means that 
parents can simply sit back and relax, as well as have a good look at the menu and pick out 
their favourite dishes 
 

What the restaurant offers in terms of space and kids entertainment, GAP) ____, is not 
matched by their menu. How many different main courses would you expect to choose 
from when you treat yourself to dinner? Ten? OK, maybe eight is still acceptable right? Well, 
Charlie’s offers three. That’s including the one vegetarian dish. 
 

The waiting staff, however, are quick to point out that the chefs only use the freshest local 
ingredients, and that the menu changes on weekly basis. Is that enough to convince me to 
make Charlie’s one of my regular restaurants? Only on the days I cannot get a child minder!  
 
Text B, Maria’s Restaurant 
 

We visited Maria’s restaurant last week to celebrate my grandmother’s birthday. Gran really 
enjoyed a selection of international dishes, some of which she hadn’t tried before.   
 

Our waiter was really keen to make our visit a special experience. He brought us some 
bread and olive oil at the beginning of the meal, and didn’t charge us for it. But it took 
almost an hour before the main dishes arrived at the table. I think they just needed a few 
more people working in the kitchen that day. 
 

I must say that the dining area is quite small and the tables were really close together. We  
GAP) ___ hear each other because of other people’s loud conversations, and there were kids 
running around the tables, which was annoying. But I guess a limited dining space is the 
price you pay if you want to eat in the centre, next to all the other entertainment the city 
has to offer. 
 
TEXT C, Black’s Restaurant 
 

My work colleague recommended this restaurant, hidden away in a small village near my 
city. He said that it served some of the best food he had ever had. I finally managed to book 
a table there last week, and I must admit, none of the dishes disappointed! In fact, the main 
course was unbelievable. 
 

It's a shame, however, that the people who work there don’t seem to be very interested in 
the guests. Our waiter was checking his phone when he was taking our order! When I 
pointed it out, he didn’t even apologise. That’s when I decided that I wouldn’t be leaving a 
tip.  
 

When the bill arrived, I first thought someone had made a mistake. It seemed impossible for 
two people to have eaten food worth over two hundred pounds. But when I checked it, it  
GAP) ___ to be accurate, so I just paid up. I don’t think I’ll be going back there soon!  
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B) Now answer the following questions by circling the correct option. 
 
31. In Text A, the best option to complete the gap is 
 

a) finally 
b) however 
c) despite this 
d) besides 

 
32. In Text A, the best option to replace the word ‘acceptable’ is 
 

a) essential 
b) regular 
c) natural 
d) reasonable 

 
33. In Text B, the best option to complete the gap is 
 

a) struggled to 
b) attempted to 
c) continued to 
d) intended to 

 
34. In Text C, the best option to complete the gap is 
 

a) turned up 
b) turned down 
c) turned out 
d) turned in 

Which text does the following? 
 
 
Example Describes a restaurant located in Townbury.  A 

23. States that the prices are too high.  ________ 
 
24. 

 
Recommends the restaurant to families with kids.  ________ 

25. Includes a complaint about staff attitude. ________ 

26. 
 
Includes praise for the restaurant serving a wide variety of 
food.  ________ 

27. Says that the restaurant offers a limited menu. ________ 

28. Mentions that the restaurant is in a good location.   ________ 

29. 
 
Suggests that the restaurant doesn’t have enough staff. ________ 

30. 
 
Is the most positive about the quality of the food.  ________ 
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Choose a, b or c to complete the sentences.


35. ‘How long ______________________ in the gym?’ ‘Oh, for a few weeks, I think.’

a) are they practising b) have they been practising c) bobbing

36. The once _______________ population has finally risen up against the ruthless regime. 

a) flashy b) docile c) flamboyant

37. He sat on the _________________ reflecting on his life. 

a) riverbank b) river coast c) river

38. ‘Why on _____________ are you watering the plant? Can’t you see it doesn’t need any 
water?’

a) the world b) Earth c) the Earth

39. Can you ______________ some drinks at the supermarket? 

a) tell your mother get b) ask your mother to get c) make your father to get

40. We should __________________ breakfast sometimes.

a) have our mother to cook b) tell our mother cook c) help our mother cook

41. Look at this _________________ coffee table.

a) small, thin, rectangular b) thin, small, rectangular c) rectangular, small, thin

42. Would you be surprised _________________ that I have always loved you?

a) were I to tell you b) were you told c) should I tell you

43. ‘When ______________ your email?’ ‘ I read it after work every day.’

a) were you checking b) did you check c) do you check



44. Dr Watson used to ______________ Sherlock almost every day when going to his office.

a) call on b) call off c) call up

45. Several million visitors ________ year are attracted to _______ ski slopes of _______ Alps.

a) a / the / the b) - / the / - c) the / the / -

46. ___________ new single tops the ____________ for two years running.

a) Boris / chart b) Boris’ / charts c) Boris / charts

47. ‘Liza is taking a city tour, visiting a museum, and going shopping at a mall this weekend.’ 


‘That’s a lot. ______________ enough sleep?’

a) Doesn’t she get b) Has she got c) Will she get

48. An average Hippo weighs in the _____________ of 1500 kg.

a) area b) span c) region

49. _______________ mistakes you make, the better grades you will get.

a) the less b) less c) the fewer

50. I got to the gym and realised I ______________ my sneakers at home.

a) left b) have left c) had left

51. Can you tell me the difference between the basement and the ________________ ?

a) cellar b) sellar c) celar

52. _________________ at the race were shocked as the race leader collided. 

a) Viewers b) Audiences c) Spectators

53. He _______________ to have looked in the pantry first. 

a) ought b) should c) must

54. We rarely see him these days. He doesn’t come ______________ often enough. 

a) closely b) quitely c) nearly
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Listening Task 1 
 
Listen to the recording and circle the correct option – a, b, or c.  

You have one minute to read the questions before the recording is played. You will hear the 
recording twice. 
 
Example: Mark is planning 
 

a) a shopping trip. 
b) a birthday party. 
c) his next holiday.    

 
55. When will Mark celebrate his birthday?  

 
a) this weekend 
b) next Friday 
c) next Saturday 

 
56. Where is the party going to take place? 

 
a) at a restaurant  
b) in a garden 
c) at Mark’s flat 

 
57. Lucy promised to help Mark with the 

 
a) decorations. 
b) cake.  
c) music. 

 
58. Where are the friends going to meet?  

 
a) at Lucy’s house 
b) in the town centre 
c) at the library 
 

59. For a birthday present, Mark would prefer 
 
a) some clothes. 
b) a video game.  
c) a book.  

 
60. What are the friends going to do next? 

 
a) stop for a snack 
b) see Lucy’s sister 
c) walk to the train station
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Listening Task 2 
 

Listen to the recording and circle the correct option – a, b, or c.  

You have one minute to read the questions before the recording is played. You will hear the 
recording twice. 
 
Example: The talk is about 
 

a) cycling. 
b) swimming. 
c) running. 

 
61. The instructor recommends wearing 

 
a) any clothes that are loose and comfortable. 
b) everyday clothes that have a tight fit. 
c) specialist cycling clothes. 

 
62. The company provides learners with 
 

a) helmets. 
b) sun cream. 
c) water.  

 
63. Parents watching the lesson can make the kids feel 

 
a) stressed. 
b) relaxed. 
c) confident. 

 
64. What time does the advanced class start? 

 
a) 10.15 am 
b) 11.30 am 
c) 1 pm 

 
65. How much is an individual session without the discount? 

 
a) £10 
b) £8.50 
c) £6 

 
66. The instructor advises paying 

 
a) on the website. 
b) at the office. 
c) in cash. 
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67. The first session will focus on 
 
a) staying safe. 
b) riding skills. 
c) parts of a bike. 

 
68. There will be a break in classes 

 
a) at the end of September. 
b) at the beginning of October. 
c) at the end of October. 

 

 
 
 
Listening Task 3 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the questions below. There are 3 speakers.   
 
You have one minute to read the questions before the recording is played. You will hear the 
recording twice. 
 
 
Which speaker? 
 

Example: Had some popcorn during the film. Speaker    1 

69. Compares two films. Speaker ______ 

70. Watched the film on their own. Speaker ______ 

71. Arrived late at the cinema. Speaker ______ 

72. Says that the film was scary. Speaker ______ 

73. Is going to see the film again. Speaker ______ 

74. Watched a comedy film.  Speaker ______ 

75. Fell asleep during the film. Speaker ______ 

76. Did not like the film. Speaker ______ 

 

 



HIPPO 4 – HIPPO 2022 Answer Key 

1. B  
2. D  
3. C  
4. A  
5. A 
6. C  
7. B  
8. A  
9. C  
10. D 
11. A  
12. C  
13. B  
14. B  
15. C  
16. A 
17. B  
18. A  
19. C  
20. C  
21. C  
22. B 
23. C  
24. A  
25. C  
26. B  
27. A  
28. B  
29. B  
30. C  
31. B  
32. D  
33. A  
34. C 
35. b 
36. b 
37. a 
38. b 
39. b 
40. c 
41. a 
42. a 
43. c 
44. a 
45. a 

 

46. b 
47. c 
48. c   
49. c 
50. c  
51. a 
52. c 
53. a 
54. c 
55. C 
56. B 
57. A 
58. A 
59. C 
60. C 
61. B 
62. C 
63. A 
64. B 
65. B 
66. A 
67. C 
68. B 
69. 2 
70. 2 
71. 3 
72. 3 
73. 1 
74. 2 
75. 1 
76. 3 
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